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Intensity

Farmers and ethanol producers are focused on 
driving down carbon intensity scores. 

At ACE, we’re dedicated to helping producers 
navigate this efficiency quest, with an eye on new 
markets and growth opportunities. 

For 35 years we’ve been gathering to celebrate our 
achievements and redouble our efforts to fight for 
our members and communities.

Over the course of all these years, ACE has always 
punched above our weight. This year we’re 
reaffirming our commitment to do right by each 
other and for our country — as we position ethanol 
as an essential part of the climate solution.

Ethanol’s evolution is here – let’s bring the 
intensity. 

Everything Counts

SCAN THIS QR CODE WITH YOUR 
SMART PHONE CAMERA TO GET THE 
COMPLETE CONFERENCE GUIDE 
WITH DETAILED SPEAKER PROFILES.  

Online Conference Guide

ACE FLY-IN & GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS SUMMIT

HYATT REGENCY WASHINGTON ON CAPITOL HILL

THE ACE 2024 CONFERENCE 

OMAHA MARRIOTT DOWNTOWN AT THE CAPITOL DISTRICT

March 14-15, 2024

Save the Dates

August 14-16, 2024

Reserve both 2024 event sponsorships in 2023 and 
receive the same rate for the conference and a 
discount on the Fly-In.

Welcome
When everything counts, ethanol has the potential 
to reach net-negative carbon emissions. We are on 
the verge of breakthroughs with major reduction 
potential like climate-smart farming, carbon 
capture, and a myriad of efficiency improvements 
that really add up over time. 

And let’s remember the most important factor in 
this equation: when we say, “everything counts,” 
we also mean “everyone counts.”

With that in mind, and in the spirit of the American 
Coalition for Ethanol’s relentless service to you, 
your colleagues, your neighbors, your allies, we 
welcome you to our 36th annual conference. 

Let’s make it count.
SCAN ME



W
ed

ne
sd

ay

T
hu

rs
d

ay

8.23 8.24

8:00 am – 5:00 pm2:00 pm – 6:30 pm Conference Registration
•ATRIUM, LEVEL 4•

8:00 am  Continental Breakfast
•ATRIUM + BALLROOM 3-4, LEVEL 4•

8:30 am – 12:00 pm General Session
•BALLROOM 1-2, LEVEL 4•

9:45 am – 10:10 pm Refreshment Break
•ATRIUM, LEVEL 4•
   Sponsored by CTE Global, Inc.

Everything Counts: Updates from ACE Leadership

Keynote: Ethanol Outlook in a Changing
Energy Market Landscape

5:30 pm – 7:00 pm Welcome Reception
•ATRIUM, LEVEL 4•

Conference Registration & Company Display Setup
•ATRIUM, LEVEL 4•

Dave Sovereign 
Board President, American Coalition for Ethanol
(representing Golden Grain Energy)

Brian Jennings
CEO, American Coalition for Ethanol

Moderator: Brian Jennings
CEO, American Coalition for Ethanol

Ron Lamberty
CMO, American Coalition for Ethanol

Ron Alverson
Board Member, Dakota Ethanol

Tom Kloza
Global Head of Energy Analysis
Oil Price Information Service

Untangling and Maximizing IRA Biofuel Incentives

Donna Funk
Principal-Partner, Pinion
Mel Schwarz
Director of Legislative Affairs, Eide Bailly LLP
Bradley Pederson
Partner, Christianson PLLP

Cultivating Progress: Climate-Smart Farming for 
Carbon Markets

Jonathon Lehman,
Founder, Cultivating Conservation
Brennan Lewis
Research Associate, South Dakota State University

2023 ACE Award Recipients

 Merle Anderson Award

Grassroots Award

Policy & Legislative
Leadership Award

RON ALVERSON
DAKOTA ETHANOL, LLC

JAN LUNDEBREK
CHIPPEWA VALLEY ETHANOL COMPANY

REP. ANGIE CRAIG
UNITED STATES CONGRESS

Thank you for your outstanding leadership on behalf of our members and all our community.

•ALL SESSIONS HELD ON LEVEL 4•

Moderator: Brian Werner
Executive Director, MN Bio-Fuels Association 
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3:45 pm – 4:00 pm Refreshment Break
•ATRIUM, LEVEL 4•

2:30 pm – 2:45 pm Refreshment Break
•ATRIUM, LEVEL 4•
   Sponsored by Compeer Financial

Exploring Opportunities and Challenges in Plant 
Staffing and Administration

Sara DeRoo
CPA, Partner, Christianson PLLP
Connie Lindstrom
Senior Biofuels Analyst, Christianson Benchmarking
Barb Bontrager
Lead Consultant for Virtual Business Management 
Services, Beyond (A Christianson Company)

12:00 pm – 1:15 pm Luncheon & Awards Presentation
•BALLROOM 3-4, LEVEL 4•

1:30 pm – 2:30 pm BREAKOUT SESSIONS ROUND I
HELD CONCURRENTLY

Leadership & Management Track 
•DEER LAKE•

Fermentation Treatment and Technology
Jennifer Starner
PhD Research Scientist, Kurita America
Ryan Brock
Technical Services Manager, Lallemand
Kristel Gebhart
Technical Service Representative, Leaf by Lesaffre

Technology Track
•ELK LAKE•

Board Succession Planning: How to Determine if 
You Have an Effective Board

James Jirak
Manger, Pinion

Leadership & Management Track 
•DEER LAKE•

Unlocking Corn Oil Extraction and 
Utilization Advancements

Anne Chronic
Director, Market Analytics, Phibro
Bob Fesser
Technical Sales Manager, Trucent
Chuck Gallop
Director of Innovation, ICM

Technology Track
•ELK LAKE•

Climate-Smart Agriculture and Ethanol’s CI

Carbon Track
•PINE + CEDAR + BIRCH + MAPLE LAKE• Neal Jakel

President, Fluid Quip Technologies

Engineering Carbon Reduction

Bernie Hoffman
Vice President, P&E Solutions LLC
Virginia Andrade
Process Engineering Manager, Whitefox Technologies 

Carbon Track
•PINE + CEDAR + BIRCH + MAPLE LAKE•

2:45 pm – 3:45 pm BREAKOUT SESSIONS ROUND II
HELD CONCURRENTLY

Donna Funk
Principal-Partner, Pinion

Trish Jackson  
PhD-Director of Regenerative Agriculture, PrairieFood
Danielle Duran
Product Analytics, Verity Tracking, Gevo
Chandler Mazour 
Product Manager, Verity Tracking, Gevo

Moderator: Ron Alverson
Farmer & Board Member, Dakota Ethanol

Special Virtual Address:
U.S. REPRESENTATIVE ANGIE CRAIG (MN-2)



Climate-Smart Agriculture and Ethanol’s CI

Carbon Track
•PINE + CEDAR + BIRCH + MAPLE LAKE•
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5:30 pm (6:10 pm game) Minnesota Twins Baseball Game
•NETWORKING RECEPTION: TARGET FIELD•

• MINNESOTA TWINS v. TEXAS RANGERS •

   Sponsored by RPMG

Workforce Evolution: Harnessing the Power of your 
Current Workforce and the Future Role of AI 

Taylor Pellerin
Technical Service Account Manager, IFF
Erica Montefusco
Senior Vice President Risk & Compliance, PROTect 
Carson Merkwan
Business Development Manager, Direct Companies 

4:00 pm – 5:00 pm BREAKOUT SESSIONS ROUND III
HELD CONCURRENTLY

Leadership & Management Track 
•DEER LAKE•

Maximizing Your Energy Resources
Brad Thompson 
Veolia Water Technologies & Solutions
James Knight
President, Bioleap
Delbert Grotewold
Sr.Technical Consultant
Veolia Water Technologies & Solutions

Technology Track
•ELK LAKE•

Moderator: Brian Jennings
CEO, American Coalition for Ethanol
Preston Brown
Director of Agribusiness, nZero
Austin Vaillancourt
Sr. Business. Manager, Biofuels and 
Bioproducts, Gevo
Ben Parsley
Director of Operations, SIRE
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3:45 pm – 4:10 pm Refreshment Break
•ATRIUM•

Board Succession Planning: How to Determine if 
You Have an Effective Board

James Jirak
Manger, Pinion

Leadership & Management Track 
•DEER LAKE•

Unlocking Corn Oil Extraction and 
Utilization Advancements

Anne Chronic
Director, Market Analytics, Phibro
Tara Vigil
VP/GM Bioprocess Solutions, Trucent
Chuck Gallop
Director of Innovation, ICM

Technology Track
•ELK LAKE•

Neal Jakel
President, Fluid Quip Technologies

Engineering Carbon Reduction

Bernie Hoffman
Vice President, P&E Solutions LLC
Virginia Andrade
Process Engineering Manager, Whitefox Technologies 

Carbon Track
•TREES•

2:45 pm – 3:45a pm BREAKOUT SESSIONS ROUND II
HELD CONCURRENTLY

Donna Funk
Principal-Partner, Pinion

8:00 am – 11:00 am Conference Registration
•ATRIUM, LEVEL 4•

8:00 am – 8:30 am Continental Breakfast
•ATRIUM + BALLROOM 3-4, LEVEL 4•

8:30 am – 11:30 am General Session
•BALLROM 1-2, LEVEL 4•

10:30 am – 10:55 am Refreshment Break
•ATRIUM, LEVEL 4•
   Sponsored by Trucent

E15 & Flex Fuel Roadmap: Small Retailers Clearing 
Roadblocks and Blazing Trails for Ethanol Availability 

Moderator: Rob Lamberty 
CMO, American Coalition for Ethanol
Bruce Vollan
Owner, Vollan Oil Company
Glenn Badenhop
President, American Freedom Energy

The Journey to Capture, Store, and Utilize Carbon
Moderator: Dave Sovereign
Board President, American Coalition for Ethanol 
(representing Golden Grain Energy)
Aaron Eldridge
South Dakota Project Manager, Summit Carbon Solutions 
Ashkan Shoja-Nia
VP of Strategy and Business Development
StormFisher Hydrogen

Outlook for Exports
Mackenzie Boubin
Director of Global Ethanol Export Development
U.S. Grains Council

Closing Remarks and Adjourn

8.25

Fr
id

ay



Terms apply. See website for details.

Provide Senior Debt to Over 50 Ethanol Plants:

Renewable
Fuels Financing 

commercial enterprise financing needs.
Capacity to 

accommodate
large 
scale

A leading credit provider to the renewable fuels industry.

million
to renewable fuels. 

Commitments in excess of $800

To learn more, contact:

Brian Frevert
VP Agribusiness Lender,
Renewable Fuels
402-348-3316
brian.frevert@fcsamerica.com fscamerica.com

800-884-FARM

2023 ACE Scholarship Recipients

Elizabeth Studer

EMPLOYEE: CHRIS STUDER
EAST RIVER ELECTRIC POWER COOPERATIVE

Kaelyn Drury

EMPLOYEE: TERRY DRURY
CHIEF ETHANOL FUELS - HASTINGS

Mallory Moorman
EMPLOYEE: MATT MOORMAN
CHIEF ETHANOL FUELS - HASTINGS

The ACE Scholarship Program has awarded $68,000 in scholarships to employees 
and dependents of employees and shareholders of ACE ethanol producer, voting and associate 
member companies and organizations since its inception.

ACE congratulates each of our 2023 scholarship recipients: Elizabeth Studer, Kaelyn Drury and 
Mallory Moorman. Each student received a $1,000 scholarship through the program to help 
further their collegiate education.

The 2023 ACE Scholarship Program will begin accepting applications next spring. If you’d like to 
support the next generation by making a financial contribution to the program, contact Anna 
Carpenter at acarpenter@ethanol.org or 605-306-6142.
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WWW.FCSAMERICA .COM 

WWW.RPMGLLC.COM WWW.SUMMITCARBONSOLUTIONS.COMWWW.AGRIPULSE.COM

WWW.COBANK.COM WWW.FLUIDQUIPTECHNOLOGIES.COM 

WWW.COMPEER.COM WWW.GEVO.COM

WWW.CTEGLOBAL.COM WWW.ICMINC.COM 

WWW.D3MAXLLC.COM WWW.IOWARFA .ORG

WWW.ECOENERGY.COM WWW.LEAF LESAFFRE.COM

WWW.ECOENGINEERS.US  WWW.NOVACOOL.COM

WWW.EIDEBAILLY.COM WWW.PEARSONFUELS.COM

WWW.EFLEXFUEL.COM/US WWW.PHIBROETHANOL.COM

WWW.SDCORN.ORG

WWW.SUKUP.COM

WWW.TRUCENT.COM

WWW.ETHANOLPRODUCER.COM 
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D I S T I L L E R S  M A X

D 3 M A X L L C . c o m

LEARN MORE AT D3MAXLLC.com
(303) 906-6234 or myancey@d3maxllc.com

BREAKTHROUGH TECHNOLOGY
D3MAX DELIVERS 
The new industry standard for energy 
efficiency, yield and D3 RIN production.

D3MAX DELIVERS 
PRODUCE 
LOW CARBON 
CELLULOSIC 
ETHANOL FOR SAF 
Proven Technology.
Maximize RINS.
Capitalize on SAF Demand. 

WWW.BASF.COM





Boost your bottom line 
         with TruDCO™...

...the cleaner  
corn oil from Trucent 

CORE™ technology.

TRUCENT.COM

TM

TM

CORN OIL REFINEMENT EQUIPMENT 

ACE23 Trucent Program guide ad.5.25x4.25.indd   1 7/20/2023   5:17:07 PM

DEFINED BY

investment advice. Compeer Financial, ACA is an Equal Credit Opportunity 
Lender and Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer. © 2023 All rights 
reserved. NMLS #619731

A true partner is defined by those they support. 
At Compeer Financial, our Food & Agribusiness 
team provides expertise and financial solutions 
across the agriculture value chain — and we’re 
equipped with the funding capacity to position 
your business for success every step of the 
way. Whether you process, manufacture, 
market, distribute, warehouse or transport 
agricultural products, our experienced team is 
here to help you address challenges and seize 
opportunities. And as agriculture continues to 
evolve, so will we, together.

DEFINE YOUR SUCCESS WITH US AT 
COMPEER.COM/FOODAGRIBUSINESS

CUSTOMIZED FINANCING SOLUTIONS 
TO MEET DIVERSE AGRIBUSINESS NEEDS.



Meet our team 
in the exhibit hall

McCord Pankonen
Ethanol and Biodiesel 
Services Director

Alison Newell
Carbon Consultant

Mark Heckman
Strategic Development
Director, U.S. Biofuels

Advancing the 
ethanol industry 
to benefit your 
business and  
the planet.

EcoEngineers is a consulting, auditing, and 
advisory firm with an exclusive focus on the 
energy transition. Our team of engineers, 
scientists, auditors, consultants, and researchers 
live and work at the intersection of low-carbon 
fuel policy, innovative technologies, and the 
carbon marketplace. From innovation to impact, 
we help you create long-term strategies to 
meet your net-zero goals and future-proof 
your business. 

To learn more, visit ecoengineers.us or 
contact us at clientservices@ecoengineers.us.



energize 
your operations.

Move beyond the numbers to drive efficiency and profitability.

eidebailly.com/energyservices



WE REPORTING 
ETHANOL 
BUSINESS
For 30 yearsETHANOL

ARE

ONLINE  |  PRINT  |  DIGITAL  |  WEBINARS  |  EVENTS
MAPS  |  DIRECTORY  |  PODCASTS

Follow Us

EthanolProducer.com
Contact us: 866-746-8385, service@bbiinternational.com





Always Count on ACE.

A WORD OF THANKS. 
A WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT. 

You represent the heart and soul of the U.S. ethanol industry, 
and we are most grateful for your active participation in ACE.

As the world embarks on a transition to clean energy, we proudly stand 
shoulder-to-shoulder with you to ensure farmers and ethanol producers are 
a meaningful part of the solution to reduce carbon emissions.

ACE is getting dirt under our fingernails, literally, by helping farmers adopt 
climate-smart practices to reduce corn ethanol’s carbon intensity, and we’re 
collaborating with scientists to properly quantify the benefits resulting from 
these practices. We’re also building tools so farmers and ethanol producers 
can monetize innovations on the farm and in the biorefinery through clean 
fuel markets and new clean fuel production tax incentives. 

In addition, we’re actively promoting new science-based policies to 
increase the use of ethanol — to win marketplace and policy support
for the environmental benefits you help deliver each and every day.
The value of this activity to ACE members is clear: premiums paid for 
cleaner gallons of ethanol produced. It also lifts all Americans by reducing 
pollution and pump prices.

With your support, net-zero and net-negative carbon ethanol is just around 
the corner. Join us on our mission to help farmers and biofuel producers 
benefit in the clean energy transition. 

BRIAN JENNINGS
CEO, THE AMERICAN COALITION FOR ETHANOL


